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F O R M A N Y Y E A R S m y b u d d y P h i l a n d I r e n t e d a cot
tage at t h e wes t e n d o f Mar tha ' s V i n e y a r d i n t h e l i t t l e 
c o m m u n i t y k n o w n as A q u i n n a h . T h e m o n t h was a lways 
June , a n d o u r m a i n m i s s i o n was t o fly fish f o r s t r i p e d 
bass, p r i m a r i l y a l ong D o g f i s h Bar. 

T h i s was n i g h t fishing, m i n d y o u . A n d fishing for s t r i p e d 
bass at n i g h t isn ' t easy. First , y o u spend h o u r s s t u m b l i n g 
a r o u n d i n the da rk . W h e n y o u least expect i t , a b i g bass 
grabs h o l d a n d tr ies t o d r a g y o u o f f i n t o the n i gh t . I t can 
be d i sconcer t ing . I t can also b e a great dea l o f f u n . 

D e a l i n g w i t h darkness wasn ' t t h e o n l y issue w e f a c ed— 
w e also h a d t o dea l w i t h l i gh t . Let me exp l a in . Typ i ca l l y 
w e r e t u r n e d f r o m D o g f i s h Bar a r o u n d 3 A . M . a n d h i t the 
hay. Shor t l y thereafter, however , the s u n s tar ted c reep ing 
t h r o u g h the cottage w i n d o w s . No t g o o d w h e n you ' re des
pera te ly seek ing shuteye. O u r o n l y an t ido t e was a r o l l o f 
b lack plast ic , w h i c h w e used t o cover as m a n y w i n d o w s 
as w e cou ld . Even w i t h the plast ic, the cottage was s t i l l 
t o o b r i g h t , a n d as a resul t , w e were awake a n d w a n d e r i n g 
a r o u n d w o o z i l y b y 8 A . M . 

Once y o u w e r e v e r t i ca l , the s u n l i g h t p r o b l e m d i d n ' t 
go away. June days are m i g h t y l o n g . A n d tha t can d r i v e 
y o u s t i r c razy i f you ' r e w a i t i n g for darkness . W h a t d o 
y o u d o w i t h a l l those g l o r i o u s s u n - f i l l e d hours? 

A t t imes w e t r i e d o u r hands at s i gh t - f i sh ing , b u t i f y o u 
spent a l o n g t i m e o n the fiats y o u w e r e t o o f r i e d for t h e 
n i g h t b i t e . T h a t e n d e d tha t . 

Occas iona l l y w e j u m p e d i n t h e Jeep a n d s w u n g b y 
va r i ous beaches, u n d e r t h e p r e t e x t o f l o o k i n g for signs 
o f a c t i o n — b i r d s , ba i t , g i r l s i n b i k i n i s , whatever . O n t h e 
w a y h o m e w e r e l i g i ous l y s t o p p e d at t h e genera l store t o 
p o u n d d o w n slices o f p i z z a — w h i c h was l i k e l y t h e r ea l 
m o t i v e f o r firing u p the t r u c k i n t h e first p lace. 

A t o t h e r t imes w e jus t s tayed at the r a n c h a n d w h i l e d 
away t h e h o u r s b y t y i n g flies, fixing leaders, p a t c h i n g 
wade rs , c l e a n i n g a n d s t r e t c h ing fly l ines , n a p p i n g , l i s 
t e n i n g t o the i s l and r a d i o s t a t i on , a n d d r i n k i n g cheap 
beer. I n shor t , w e k i l l e d t i m e as best w e c o u l d . 
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I n a l l t h e years w e r e n t e d t h e cot tage o n the V i n e 
y a r d , n o t h i n g m e m o r a b l e ever h a p p e n e d d u r i n g those 
d a y l i g h t h o u r s , except t h e one s u n n y day, w h i l e r e t u r n 
i n g f r o m a p i z za r u n , w e sp i ed a s i gn a n n o u n c i n g a flea 
m a r k e t at the A q u i n n a h T o w n H a l l . P h i l p i p e d u p say
i n g he w a n t e d t o check i t out . So as w e a p p r o a c h e d the 
T o w n H a l l , I p u l l e d t h e Jeep over a n d he j u m p e d out . I 
wasn ' t p a r t i c u l a r l y p s y c h e d abou t a flea m a r k e t , so I t o l d 
h i m I ' d w a i t i n t h e t r u c k . He r e p l i e d tha t he d i d n ' t m i n d 
w a l k i n g b a c k t o t h e cottage, w h i c h is less t h a n a h a l f 
m i l e away. "F ine b y me , " I sa id , a n d I t o o k off. 

A b o u t a n h o u r later, I wa s s i t t i n g at t h e tab le t y i n g 
flies, w h e n P h i l p o p p e d t h r o u g h the s l i d i n g glass doo rs , 
g r i n n i n g f r o m ear t o ear. I m m e d i a t e l y I k n e w he was u p 
to s o m e t h i n g . P r o t r u d i n g f r o m h is r i g h t h a n d was w h a t 
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ap pea r ed t o b e a w a d o f o l d t o m a t o stakes. A s I s ta red , h e 
b e g a n b o a s t i n g t h a t h e go t these " gems" at t h e flea mar 
k e t f o r a v e r y g o o d p r i c e . T h e n he c e r e m o n i o i i s l y s l apped 
t h e m d o w n o n t h e tab l e a n d v a u l t e d over t o t h e re f r i gera
t o r t o ex t rac t a c o l d beer. 

T h e flea m a r k e t gems w e r e o n t o p o f m y fly-tying ma t e 
r i a l , so I b e g a n t o e x a m i n e t h e u g l y pieces. U p o n close i n 
spe c t i on I d i s cove r ed t h e y w e r e a c tua l l y o l d b a m b o o r o d 
pa r t s . Some sec t ions w e r e c r o o k e d , some w e r e s t ra i gh t ; 
some sect ions w e r e f u l l l e n g t h , o the r s b r o k e n . A l m o s t a l l 
o f t h e m h a d e i the r r a gg ed w r a p s and/or m i s s i n g gu ides . 
T ips a n d m idse c t i ons m a d e u p t h e b u l k o f t h e b a m b o o . 

As far as m a n u f a c t u r e r goes, t h e y w e r e u n i d e n t i f i 
able, at least t o m y eye, a l t h o u g h o n e s l ender fly r o d t i p 
s h o w e d a fine ped i g ree . M i x e d i n w e r e a lso th r e e b u t t 
sect ions comp l e t e w i t h r ee l seats. O n e was f r o m a ba i t -
cas t ing r o d . T h e o t h e r t w o w e r e fly r o d s — a Shakespeare, 
a n d a Japanese r o d ca l l ed a Va l i an t . 

As I p e r u s e d t h e p i l e , P h i l s w i g g e d o n a beer. I n a se r i 
ous vo ice , he s ta ted t h a t h e was g o i n g t o m a k e a fly r o d 
o u t o f t h i s c o n g l o m e r a t i o n . 

Really? A t t h a t p o i n t I was f a i r l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t P h i l 
h a d n ' t b e e n g e t t i n g e n o u g h sleep. These cane cur i os i t i e s 
l o o k e d o n e n o t c h above k i n d l i n g . To say n o t h i n g o f t h e 
fact t h a t w e d i d n ' t have any r o d - b u i l d i n g supp l i es , n o r 
w e r e the re any supp l i e s f o r sale nearby . S t i l l , i t was t o o 
ear ly i n t h e day t o squash h i s d r eams , so I n o d d e d m y 
h e a d i n agreement , a n d s ta r t ed m y first bee r o f t h e day. 

P h i l spent t h e rest o f t h e a f t e r n o o n o n the c o u c h , 
ca r e fu l l y e x a m i n i n g h i s n e w cane co l l e c t i on . W i t h great 
care he s i gh t ed d o w n each piece, c h e c k e d t h e f e r ru les , 
c h e c k e d w r a p s , a n d b e n t sect ions t o test t h e i r i n t e g r i t y . 

O u t o f t h i s p e r i o d o f in t ens i ve i n s p e c t i o n came a f e w 
reve la t ions . T h e g o o d news : H e f o u n d t h e m i d s e c t i o n t o 
t h e Va l iant . T h e b a d news : T h e t i p wasn ' t there . T h e g o o d 
news : A n o t h e r fly r o d t i p h a d a f e r ru l e t h a t fit t h e Va l 
iant 's m i d s e c t i o n . T h e b a d news : T h a t t i p s ec t i on was t w o 
inches shor t , m i s s i n g its t i p - t o p a n d m o s t o f i ts snake 
gu ides . U m m m m . 

F i n d i n g snakes gu ides was a no -b ra ine r . T h e y c o u l d be 
eas i ly scavenged o f f t h e r e m a f n i n g r o d sect ions, b u t c o m 
i n g u p w i t h a t i p - t o p g u i d e t h a t fit was a d i f f e r en t story. 
That ' s w h e n I r e m e m b e r e d I h a d a n asso r tment o f spare 
t i p - t o p s i n m y t ack l e bag . I gave t h e m t o P h i l a n d w h i l e 
none w e r e t h e per f ec t size, one was close e n o u g h t o 
w o r k . W i t h some h e a d cement P h i l p r o m p t l y g l u e d i t o n , 
a n d t h e n assembled t h e th r e e sect ions. Sud d e n l y I h a d t o 
a d m i t tha t Phi l ' s c razy r o d p ro j e c t was g a t h e r i n g s team. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g day, I a w o k e t o a c o m m o t i o n i n t h e base
men t . A f t e r w a n d e r i n g i n t o t h e k i t c h e n , I g r a b b e d a c u p 
o f java jus t i n t i m e t o see P h i l emerge f r o m d o w n s t a i r s . 
I n h i s hands w e r e a h a m m e r , a hacksaw, a n d p iece o f 1x6 
p i n e . I k n e w the re w e r e t oo l s a r o u n d , b u t i t was p r o b 
ab l y n o t a g o o d idea t o ask w h e r e he scored the w o o d . 
He sawed o f f t w o sho r t sect ions o f e q u a l l e n g t h , made 
" V " no tches i n b o t h , a n d secured t h e m u p r i g h t t o a base. 
Voild. H e h a d h i m s e l f a s m a l l r o d - w r a p p i n g j i g s i m i l a r t o 
ones y o u see i n a r o d b u i l d i n g cata log . 

A r m e d w i t h a razor b lade a n d h i s r e a d i n g glasses, P h i l 
sat at h i s n e w j i g for h o u r s d o i n g ba t t l e w i t h the b a m 
b o o . He sa lvaged snake gu ides o f f u n u s e d cane sect ions . 
H e m e n d e d w o r n w i n d i n g s here a n d the re . A n d t h e n , 
h u n c h e d over l i k e a n O l d W o r l d c r a f t sman , he b e g a n 
the s l o w ca r e fu l w o r k o f w i n d i n g gu ides o n h i s finished 
p r i z e . We h a d n o r o d - w r a p p i n g t h r e a d , so fly-tying t h r e a d 
filled i n . Co l o r scheme? Red w i n d i n g s t i p p e d i n b l ack . 
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As t h i s w a s g o i n g d o w n , t h e p h o n e r ang . O f f t h e t o p o f 
m y h e a d I answe r ed : " T h e A q u i n n a h R o d Company . " I go t 
a l o n g pause a n d w h o e v e r i t was h u n g u p . B u t m y sponta 
neous r e m a r k s p a r k e d a r o u n d o f s t u p i d j okes . S h o u l d w e 
be b u i l d i n g a n A q u i n n a h R o d C o m p a n y s i gn for t h e f r o n t 
o f t h e cottage? W h o ' s g o i n g t o be o n o u r p r o staff? H o w 
a b o u t hats a n d T -sh i r t s w i t h logos? D a m n , w e d o n ' t e v en 
have a logo . It 's a m a z i n g w h a t i nadequa t e s leep does t o 
the m i n d . 

Near l u n c h t h e n e x t day, P h i l p u t o n the finishing 
t o u c h . He t o o k a p e n a n d w r o t e A q u i n n a h * 1 jus t above 
t h e c o r k g r i p . D o n e . N o w the t i m e h a d c ome fo r cas t ing 
t r i a l s . We c a r t ed t h e r o d outs ide , a l ong w i t h a b u n c h o f 
reels, each c a r r y i n g a d i f f e r en t l i n e w e i g h t . R i gh t f r o m 
t h e get-go, w e r e cogn i z ed tha t t h e Va l i an t h a d been a 
p r e t t y s t i f f s t i ck , l i k e l y des i gned t o t r o l l s t reamers . So o u r 
first cho ice was a n 8 -we i gh t l i n e , w h i c h h a p p e n e d t o be 
a b o a r d a g o l d ant i - reverse F in-Nor . P h i l l o c k e d i t i n t o t h e 
r ee l seat a n d s t r u n g u p t h e r o d . M a n , i t cast l i k e mag ic . 
P h i l a n d I w e r e c omp l e t e l y s u r p r i s e d h o w w e l l i t l a i d ou t 
a l e n g t h o f l i n e . 

A s y o u can i m a g i n e P h i l was h a p p y as a c l am, a n d w h y 
not? T h e r o d cast w e l l , cost n o t h i n g , a n d l o o k e d u t t e r l y 
f abu lous w i t h tha t F in-Nor . W h a t m o r e c o u l d y o u ask? 

P h i l sa id he w a n t e d t o take a s t r i p e r o n the r o d . W i t h 
t h a t focus i n m i n d , w e headed t o D o g f i s h Bar i n t h e ear ly 
e ven ing , w i t h A q u i n n a h * 1 r i g g e d a n d ready. P h i l sa id he 
was w i l l i n g t o t r y u n t i l at least s u n d o w n . A f t e r tha t he 
was g o i n g t o t ake t h e w o o d back t o t h e t r u c k a n d d i g o u t 
the g raph i t e . Fair e n o u g h . 

As t h e shadows l en g th en ed , a f ew s t r ipe rs p o p p e d u p , 
s w i r l i n g o n sand eels. I was able t o r each t h e m w i t h m y 
m o d e r n 10-we ight . B u t these bass w e r e near t h e e n d o f 
m y cast, a n d w e l l b e y o n d t h e reach o f A q u i n n a h * 1 . 

As the s u n d i p p e d low, t h i n g s w e n t qu ie t a n d i t l o o k e d 
l i k e the cane r o d was g o i n g t o go unbap t i z ed . B u t w i t h o u t 
w a r n i n g , I h e a r d P h i l y e l l a n d I t u r n e d t o see the A q u i n n a h 
* 1 ben t over. M o m e n t s later he s l i d a bass on to the sand. 
I snapped a f ew p i c tures a n d gave h i m a h igh- f ive . Tha t 
made i t o f f i c ia l . The A q u i n n a h Rod C o m p a n y h a d c r a n k e d 
ou t a mean-ass fly r o d — a l t h o u g h w e w o u l d be w e a k o n 
i n v e n t o r y u n t i l the flea m a r k e t came back t o t o w n . 
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is t h e author of Fly Redding the Coast (S tackpo le Books , 
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2 0 0 3 ) . His w e b site is edmitchelloutdoors.com. 
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